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THE MOBILE 
FEMINIST LIBRARY: 

MOSTYN is thrilled to present In Words, In Action, In Connection, a 
display of publications and printed materials that explores historical 
and contemporary intersectional(1) feminist activism in Wales. Brought 
together by artists Minna Haukka and Kristin Luke, whose collaborative 
practice stems from their ongoing project, the Mobile Feminist Library, a 
travelling collection of printed materials that responds to its locality, this 
display takes the form of an experimental reading room. Haukka and Luke 
have collaborated with artists, activists, collectives and publishers to 
develop a collection which is relevant to Wales and contains both historical 
and contemporary publications and printed materials sourced from 
Wales-based archives as well as the London-based Feminist Library.

In Words, In Action, In Connection considers different activist movements 
at the intersection of class, disability, ecology, gender, language, 
neurodivergence(2), race and sexuality, taking these as inherent 
considerations of any feminism. The materials are locally relevant to Wales, 
whilst acknowledging that these movements extend beyond geographical 
borders. The display examines ways in which publishing and printed 
materials intersect with and strengthen activist movements, and uses 
counter-patriarchal(3) methods of archiving and knowledge sharing. The 
space acts not only as a library, but as a place for gathering and 
communal learning. 
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Collaborators include: Beau Beakhouse and Sadia Pineda Hameed, 
Butetown History and Arts Centre, Casey Duijndam and Robyn Dewhurst, 
Elwy Working Woods, the Feminist Library, Rebecca Jagoe, mwnwgl, 
Patriarchaeth.
 
Movements and historical figures include: Black Lives Matter, Emma 
Goldman, Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp, The Commune 
Movement, Monica Sjöö, women’s publishing collectives and cooperatives.

1)  LUMIN
2)  BUTETOWN HISTORY AND ARTS CENTRE
3)  CASEY DUIJNDAM AND ROBYN DEWHURST 
4)  THE COMMUNE MOVEMENT
5)  EMMA GOLDMAN
6) ELWY WORKING WOODS
7) FEMINIST LIBRARY
8)  GREENHAM COMMON
9) MINNA HAUKKA
10) REBECCA JAGOE
11) KRISTIN LUKE
12) mwnwgl
13)  PATRIARCHAETH
14) MONICA SJÖÖ
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1)  BEAU W BEAKHOUSE AND SADIA PINEDA HAMEED (LUMIN)
  STEAL BOOKS NEW LIBRARIES, 2021
  Inkjet on paper
  Courtesy of the artist
 
Beau W Beakhouse is an artist, filmmaker and curator based in Cardiff. 
His artistic practice often returns to themes of language, land, the 
post-colonial, alternate histories and dreams via intersections and 
convergences. He has upcoming residencies with Tangent Projects and 
Jerwood UNITe (g39) and a forthcoming solo exhibition with 
Arcade/Campfa. 

Sadia Pineda Hameed is an artist based in Cardiff, Wales. She works in film, 
installation, text and performance to explore collective and inherited 
trauma; in particular, the latent ways we speak about this through 
dreaming, telepathic communion and secrets as an anti-colonial 
strategy inherent to us. She has shown work with The Bluecoat, MOSTYN, 
HOAX, Peak and others. 

They also run LUMIN, a small press, radio show and curatorial project. For 
LUMIN, print is a means to distribute radical material, to transform space, 
and to engage in collective pedagogy and collaborative methods of 
working. They particularly publish and support anti-colonial work at the 
crossovers of poetry, theory and the visual.

2)  BUTETOWN HISTORY AND ARTS CENTRE

The Heritage and Cultural Exchange (HCE) is a community based 
organisation which aims to chronicle the cultural diversity of south 
Cardiff, a legacy of the city’s industrial and maritime past, when it was a 
global hub of the coal trade, attracting workers from around the world 
to its docklands. The collection of photographs, archives, and oral 
histories, originally compiled by the Butetown History and Arts Centre 
(BHAC), is being catalogued, digitised, and made more widely available by 
a team of volunteers, helped along with grant funding. BHAC was founded 
in the late 1980s, based in Cardiff Docklands, and worked to record the
history of the local community. It was led by Glen Jordan, an American 
academic who moved to Wales to complete the theses of his mentor Sinclair 
Drake. Butetown History & Arts Centre survived until 2016 when its assets 
passed to HCE.

3) CASEY DUIJNDAM AND ROBYN DEWHURST
  Black Lives Matter protest, June 2020
        Protest signs, posters and booklet
        Courtesy of Casey Duijndam and Robyn Dewhurst
 
Casey Duijndam and Robyn Dewhurst contributed to organising and 
documenting the Black Lives Matter protests across North Wales in 2020.

Casey Duijndam is an activist who is half Ugandan, half Dutch and 
22 years old. In 2020, during the pandemic, she made history by 
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joining forces with a group of strong women to set up three of the 
Black Lives Matter protests in North Wales, an experience that was both 
heartbreaking and empowering. After years of gathering strength, the 
BLM protests were a pivotal moment in her political life, creating a catalyst 
for her to start speaking publicly and organising people to stand 
together and fight against racism in the UK and across the world. 
Since then she has given numerous interviews about how we can educate 
ourselves and the people around us, has been the subject of secondary 
school student essays, and has extended an invitation to North Wales 
Police to engage in dialogue about their future role in protests. 

Robyn Dewhurst is a British artist currently based in North Wales. She 
works with digital photography and exhibition curation to highlight lesser 
represented subcultures and socio-cultural groups. Her bold and abrasive 
images focus on people, practices and events that exist beyond the 
mainstream. She has collaborated in the past with local LGBTQ+ 
communities to curate the exhibition ‘QUEER IDENTITY’ in the Leeds Corn 
Exchange - an event showcasing the personal experiences of LGBTQ+ 
youths through illustration, film, photography, fine art and performance. 
She also photographs DIY Drag and Burlesque performers, leading her 
to larger projects, for example working with the Henry Moore Institute for 
‘Age of THE : Athenian’. She graduated from BA (Hons) Photography at 
Leeds Arts University in 2020.

4)  THE COMMUNE MOVEMENT

Wales, particularly Mid Wales, was a major destination in the 60s-80s for 
people choosing to leave urban centres and establish intentional 
communities as part of the Commune Movement. These communes 
engendered a crossover between different forms of activism, including the 
women’s liberation movement, environmentalism, anarchism, anti-racism 
and nuclear disarmament . The movement can be traced through varied 
forms of publications and printed ephemera, from advertisements in Spare 
Rib for women’s cooperatives, to flyers hand-printed on gestetner 
duplicators, circulated amongst communes, then used for fuel in wood 
burning stoves, to manuals on self-sustainability such as The Whole Earth 
Catalog, a tome printed in California which was widely used on Welsh 
communes.

5) ELWY WORKING WOODS

Elwy Working Woods is a co-operative based in North Wales committed to 
combining affordable housing with jobs based on the management of the 
woodland surrounding the picturesque Elwy valley. They are a group of 
professionals doing a range of woody things from saw-milling, traditional 
timber framing, basket making, charcoal burning and firewood, tree 
planting and forestry. Their eventual aim is to build beautiful timber 
framed houses from their own wood, fueled entirely from their own logs. 



6)  EMMA GOLDMAN

Emma Goldman (1869-1940) was an anarchist feminist activist. 
Deported from the US to the Soviet Union in 1919, in the 1920s she 
sought refuge in Ammanford, a coal mining community in South Wales, 
which was her base for lecturing on socialism, communism, and feminism 
across the South Wales valleys. She also had ties to the ‘White House’, a 
centre in Ammanford for collective radical political study and a meeting 
place for young socialists. Her publications and writing centred around 
anarchist philosophy and women’s rights, particularly suffrage,
free love, birth control, homosexuality, and marriage. She founded the 
radical monthly journal Mother Earth and her role in the history of 
feminism is encapsulated in a collection of her works titled Anarchy and 
the Sex Question.

7)  FEMINIST LIBRARY

The Feminist Library, open since 1975, is a large archive collection of 
feminist literature, particularly Women’s Liberation Movement materials 
dating from the late 1960s to the 1990s. They support research, activist 
and community projects in this field. The Library is also an autonomous 
feminist community space. The Library is trans-inclusive, welcomes visitors 
of any gender, does not require registration or membership, and provides 
an intersectional, non-sectarian space for the exploration of feminism.

8)  GREENHAM COMMON

Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp lasted from 1981-2000. It 
began when Women for Life on Earth, a Welsh campaigning group, decided 
to march from Cardiff to RAF Greenham Common, and set up a camp 
protesting the British government’s decision to store nuclear weapons on 
the airforce station. Women stayed at the camp for nearly 20 years, 
staging blockades, actions, and interventions to protest the nuclear 
threat overshadowing their lives. 

9)  MINNA HAUKKA

Minna Haukka is a Finnish artist, based in London since 1999. She works 
with mixed media, installation, sculpture, textiles, video and drawing. Her 
practice is socially engaged with an interest in deconstructing and 
repurposing the everyday. She was artist in residence at the Feminist 
Library in London from 2018–2020, where she has been volunteering since 
2015. She is currently lead co-ordinator of the Library’s Curatorial Group. 
Since 2018, she has collaborated with Kristin Luke on the Mobile Feminist 
Library project – a white van converted into a library which was part of 
the Still I Rise exhibition series at De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill on Sea and 
Arnolfini, Bristol in 2019. Minna Haukka has been exhibiting nationally and 
internationally since 1993 and she has co-curated projects in London at 
the Showroom, Space Station 65 and The Feminist Library, and at 
HilbertRaum Gallery in Berlin.



10)  REBECCA JAGOE
  Part of the series titled Stomacherr, 2020
  Courtesy of the artist  

  Twenty Distempers, 2020.
      Cotton embroidery and lacquered senna pods on watered silk
       
  Where Misery is Manufactured, 2020
  Cotton embroidery on cotton canvas 

  On Dreams, 2020
  Cotton embroidery, calico, aida

Rebecca Jagoe is an Irish artist based in Wales, whose practice 
encompasses performance, sculpture, textiles, writing, and drawing. Their 
work is a material memoir which examines how their own experiences of 
illness and gender, have been informed by specific Western cultural 
narratives. In particular, their work explores how within European culture, 
the Feminine is constructed at the meeting point of medical rhetoric and 
the aesthetics of mainstream fashion. In 2020, their work has been shown 
online by Wysing (Cambridge, UK) and La Casa Encendida (Madrid, Spain), 
and they performed at CCA Goldsmiths (London, UK) before lockdown. They 
have recently shown work at Jupiter Woods (London, 2019)), South London 
Gallery (2019), and the Whitechapel Gallery (London, 2018). Their writing 
has been published by Hotel magazine (forthcoming), the Happy Hypocrite 
(Issue 11, The Silver Bandage), and Frieze magazine, among others. In 
2021 they will produce an online broadcast performance with Site Gallery.

11)  KRISTIN LUKE

Kristin Luke (born in 1984 in Los Angeles, California, USA and based in 
Penmachno, Snowdonia, Wales) is an artist who works across film, sculpture 
and live events. From 2019–2020, Luke was the artist-in-residence for The 
Wall Is _____, a collaborative project with a North Wales housing estate, 
addressing regeneration and community self-perception and supported by 
the Paul Hamlyn Foundation. She has been collaborating with Minna 
Haukka since 2018 on the Mobile Feminist Library. From 2017–18 she was 
an editorial group member and contributor to Schooling & Culture, a 
journal on radical education produced in collaboration with MayDay Rooms 
and The Showroom Gallery. In 2018, she co-programmed a workshop 
series and built an installation for D.O.P.E., a youth-led alternative 
education space, supported by the Showroom Gallery and Westminster 
Council’s Create Fund. In 2018–19 she was a Creative Practitioner for the 
Lead Creative Schools programme in Wales. In 2015–16 she was an Open 
School East Associate. She is a member of the artist group MoreUtopia! 
Her work and projects have been exhibited at galleries including South 
London Gallery; Arnolfini, Bristol; Somerset House; Enclave; AND/OR; Bas 
Fischer Invitational, Miami; Jerwood Arts; and The Agency. 

Issue No 7, December 1999
            Butetown History and Arts Centre Newsletter, 
            Inkjet on paper.
            Courtesy of Heritage and Cultural Exchange
 

2.         Black Lives Matter protest, June 2020
            Casey Duijndam & Robyn Dewhurst
            Photograph on paper
            Courtesy of Casey Duijndam and Robyn Dewhurst
 

3.         Ragged Robin Ltd Advertisement, Issue 135, October, 1983
            Spare Rib Magazine
            Ink on paper
            Courtesy of Ragged Robin Ltd and Spare Rib
 

4.         Anarchy and the Sex Question, 1896, republished 1926           
            Emma Goldman        
            Ink on paper
            Courtesy of Pattern Books

5.         Scrapbook of photographs from Greenham Common, 1984-2002
            Greenham Common
            Photographs on paper
            Courtesy of Lizzie Jelinek

6.         Twenty Distempers, 2020. Part of the series titled Stomacherr, 2020
   
            Rebecca Jagoe          
            Cotton embroidery and lacquered senna pods on watered silk
            Courtesy of the artist
 
7.         LUMIN journal issue 3, 2020
            LUMIN
            Inkjet on paper
            Courtesy of the artists
 
Steal books New Libraries 
   Takeaway prints 
 

8.         Appendices to the Five Laws of Library Science for the Artist
            Resource, 2019
            Sadia Pineda Hameed
            Ink on paper
            Courtesy of the artist
 

9.         Logo for Patriarchaeth Collective, 2021
            Patriarchaeth           
            [Insert MEDIA]
            Courtesy of the aritsts
 

10.       A Paper for Women in Wales journal, Issue 2, 1979                                                  
Rhiannon
            MEDIA
            Courtesy of the Feminist Library and [INSERT HERE]
 
11.       The Lovers, 1975
   Sisterhood is Powerful! 19711969 poster/silk screen print, courtesy of the feminist archive south’s uni-
versity of Bristol special collection   
   Women need not always keep their mouths shut & their wombs open, 1969 poster/silk screen print, 
courtesy of the feminist archive south’s university of Bristol special collection
            Monica Sjöö
            Screen print on paper
            Courtesy of the Mary Hemming Archives and the Feminist Library



12)  mwnwgl

mwnwgl is a publishing and curatorial collective committed to producing 
and circulating new art/writing in and around Welsh languages. Its first 
print issue, Anghyfiaith, was commissioned by g39 and released in Spring 
2021, featuring new work by Umulkhayr Mohamed, Catrin Menai, Bob 
Gelsthorpe, Radha Patel, Joanna Wright and Sarah Roberts on themes of 
(mis)translation, alien tongues and language’s in-betweens, as well as by 
founding members Esyllt Lewis, Elin Meredydd and Dylan Huw.

13)  PATRIARCHAETH

Patriarchaeth is a small independent feminist collective, run by student 
artists, activists and writers from Wales. Their work focuses on ensuring 
that the world of Welsh language literature and publishing is limitless, 
and that there are spaces upheld for new voices and challenging 
conversations. This is a radical and collaborative publication, taking on 
the form of a series of bilingual zines each with its own theme. Practising 
collective creativity as a mode to re-examine their relationship as young 
people to print, publishing and the arts is at the heart of the project. 
Patriarchaeth is interested in exploring themes of gender, sexuality and 
language from a feminist perspective. The group aims to discuss the role 
of the Welsh language within meaningful and current political discourse. 
Their feminist work is in solidarity with and committed to intersectionality, 
trans-inclusivity, abolitionism and anti-racism through prioritising 
mutual care and solidarity. Dedicated to liberatory pedagogy, 
Patriarchaeth’s ethos consists of community, justice and joy.

14)  MONICA SJÖÖ
  Sisterhood is Powerful, 1971
  Poster/silk screen print  
  Courtesy of the Feminist Archive South University of Bristol 
  special collection

  Women need not always keep their mouths shut & their wombs  
  open, 1969
  Poster/silk screen print
  Courtesy of the Feminist Archive South University of Bristol 
  special collection 

  The Lovers, 1971
  Poster/silk screen print
  Courtesy of the Mary Hemming Archives and the Feminist Library 

Monica Sjöö was a visionary artist, eco feminist, writer, grass roots 
activist and an early pioneer of the Goddess movement. She was a tireless 
researcher of ancient matriarchal cultures, passionate about recovering 
what she saw as the suppressed history of women. In addition to her 
drawings, paintings, and prints, Sjöö was the author and illustrator of 
three books, a contributor to numerous journals and magazines and 
was also a prolific letter writer and networker. Images of her work have 
featured on various book covers, used to illustrate posters and audio 
tape covers and been included in diaries, magazines, journals and articles 
all over the world.
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1)  Intersectional / Intersectionality

 A term coined by Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw in 1989 which describes multiple social  
 and political aspects of a persons identity, and how they overlap to support or   
 disadvantage them in our society. Examples of these aspects include gender, caste,  
 sex, ethnicity, nationality, class, sexuality, religion, disability, and economic status. 

 For example, intersectional feminism can examine how inequalities around gender  
 are felt more profoundly by black, asian and ethnic women.

2)  Neurodivergence

 A term used to describe someone who’s mental and cognative function in their brain  
 enables them to experience the world in a different way to the majority of people. 
 (Who reversly can be refered to as Neurotypical.)

 Examples of neurodivergent variations can include Autism, ADHD, dyslexia and   
 dystpraxia. 

3) Patriarchy / Patriarchal

 Patriarchy is the social systems, culture and govenmental laws in which males 
 (Typically white males) are automatically placed into leadership and positions of   
 ownership, allowing them to use their power to their own advantage. 

 Patriarchy in a modern sense can describe pay-inequalities in the work place, 
 improved access to senior leadership positions for male workers, inaction to 
 protect women and weak sentencing for men who are convicted of acts of violence  
 and sexual violence against women.

 Counter-patriarchy is the opposite position to patriarchy. It can be adopted by   
 both women and men to fight the negative effects or the patriarchy and enable   
 women to reclaim power. This manifests as activistism such as the #METOO 
 movement. 


